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I think there will always be a place for stories of gay and lesbian struggle—coming out, dealing with homophobia, etc.  Like people in other minorities, we are not ‘just like everyone else.’  However, we are perhaps more like everyone else than we’ve been shown to be until recently.  It is wonderfully refreshing to see many talented new authors showing gay and lesbian (and also bisexual and transgendered) characters who handle ‘ordinary’ universal problems in addition to those stemming solely from their sexuality. –  Nancy Garden, “Writing About Gay and Lesbian Characters in a Changing World,” Book Links, January 2005

As lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered (LGBT) people gain legal protection, more and more children are growing up with two parents of the same gender.  As these families become more common, children’s books are appearing to reflect their experiences.  

Children’s books with LGBT characters and themes generally fall into two categories: books that are about having two mommies or two daddies and books about families that include or focus on families with two mommies or two daddies.  There are very few books about other topics that just happen to include families with two mommies or two daddies, but as family diversity gains acceptance, the publishing industry will most likely begin to produce such books.

Books about having two mommies or two daddies:

And Tango Makes Three by Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell, illus. by Henry Cole (2005)

At New York City’s Central Park Zoo, two male penguins start a family by taking turns sitting on an abandoned egg. This true story will resonate with anyone who has seen the “March of the Penguins.”

Daddy’s Roommate by Michael Willhoite (1991)
A little boy talks about doing family activities with his dad and his dad’s “roommate.” The book does mention that they are gay, and states that love of any kind leads to happiness.

Heather Has Two Mommies by Lesléa Newman, illus. by Diana Souza (1989, reissued in 2000)
A young girl learns in school about how very different families can be. While its black-and-white pictures seem old-fashioned now, the book deserves notice as the seminal title of the genre.

King & King by Linda De Haan (2002)
When the queen insists that the prince get married and take over as king, he can’t find anyone he is attracted to…until one princesses brings her brother along.

King & King & Family by Linda De Haan (2004)
On their honeymoon to the jungle, the two kings see many animal families. Upon their return, they release that a little girl has stowed away with them, and they decide to adopt her.

Molly’s Family by Nancy Garden, illus. by Sharon Wooding (2004)
Molly struggles with the fact that she has two mothers when her classmates question it, but with guidance from their teacher, the children realize that all families are different and wonderful. 
Books about families that include or focus on families with two mommies or two daddies:

123: A Family Counting Book and ABC: A Family Alphabet Book by Bobbie Combs, illus. by Desiree Keane and Brian Rappa (2001)

The families depicted in these concept books all have two mommies or two daddies, but cultural diversity is also evident—along with a great diversity of family hobbies and habits!

Best Best Colors/Los Mejores Colores by Eric Hoffman, illus. by Celeste Henriquez (1999)
In this bilingual book, Nate’s two loving mothers teach him that he doesn’t need one “best best” color or friend. Includes a note for adults about teaching tolerance.

Everywhere Babies by Susan Meyers, illus. by Marla Frazee (2001)
Young listeners will appreciate this gentle rhyme that portrays babies with all kinds of families and friends being drawn into everyday activities.
Familes by Debbie Bailey, photographs by Susan Huszar (1999) 
This collection of pictures and descriptive text covers a wide variety of real-life family situations, practically ensuring that every young child will see his or her family reflected.
The Family Book by Todd Parr (2003)
Represents a variety of families, some big and some small, some with only one parent and some with two, some quiet and some noisy…but all alike in some ways, and special no matter what.

Felicia’s Favorite Story by Lesléa Newman, illus. by Adriana Romo (2002)*
At bedtime, Mama Linda and Mama Nessa share the story of how they adopted Felicia from Guatemala and loved her immediately.

One Dad, Two Dads, Brown Dad, Blue Dads by Johnny Valentine, illus. by Melody Sarecky (1994, reissued in 2004)
A boy talks about his two dads, who happen to be blue, but are otherwise just like other dads.  

One Hundred is a Family by Pam Muñoz Ryan, illus. by Benrei Huang (1994)
Many different definitions of “family,” right up to the global family that we all share.

While You Were Sleeping by Stephanie Burks, illus. by Kelli Bienvenu (2004)*
While a newborn baby boy sleeps through his first few hours of life, his adoptive mothers prepare to meet him.

Who’s In a Family? by Robert Skutch, illus. by Laura Nienhaus (1997)
In showing the variety of both human and animal families, this book covers just about every possible family structure. The last page invites the reader to draw her or his own family in a blank space. 
* These books deal specifically with the topic of adoption.
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