2/4/09

[image: image1.jpg]


Born to Read

Guidelines for Volunteer Readers

As a Born to Read volunteer reader, your basic goals are to have lots of fun exploring reading and books with young children. On top of those basic goals, we have developed some guidelines to help volunteers know what is expected of them. We hope these guidelines help make this experience a wonderful one not only for the children, but also for you, the volunteer.

1. Please always arrive on time for your reading session. If for some reason you cannot keep your appointment, please notify the educator as soon as possible. It is likewise important to notify the site about any scheduled vacations or other absences you are planning.

2. Please come prepared with books you have selected, read through, and rehearsed. You will be provided with an initial set of four books to read aloud, but you will also need to find good children’s books on your own. In most towns, the best source of high-quality books is the local library. Some readers have even borrowed books for the child care center or home from the library, left them at the site, and exchanged them for new books on return visits.

3. When reading, be sure to sit where all children can see the book. Pause often to show pictures, ask the children questions, and respond to their questions or comments. Adjust the text to the ages and staying power of the children; sometimes simply talking about the pictures may be all they want to do.

4.  Young children have limited attention spans. Feel free to vary the reading session by singing songs, doing fingerplays, playing games, showing the children interesting objects, or telling stories from your own life. (Young children find this type of storytelling fascinating.) Actively engaging the children in a follow-up activity can help reinforce the connection between the book and their real-life experiences.

5.  Please plan to spend between 20-45 minutes with the children.

6. Talk with the early childhood professional about how the reading sessions are going, and make changes as they seem necessary.

7. Most of all, please stay flexible and have fun! When young children see adults enjoying books and stories, they will be eager to join in. We are certain that reading together will be an enriching experience for all involved.

We are always available for any questions, comments, and feedback that you may have about how Born to Read can better support you. You may reach one of our staff members by calling the Maine Humanities Council at 773-5051, or by emailing us at info@mainehumanities.org with Born to Read in the subject line.

