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Born to Read Volunteer Program
Guidelines for Early Childhood Professionals

As a Born to Read volunteer reader, your basic goals are to have lots of fun exploring reading and books with young children. On top of those basic goals, we have developed some guidelines to help program participants know what is expected of them. We hope these guidelines help make this experience a wonderful one not only for the children, but also for you, the teacher.

1.  Please keep your commitment to the arranged day and time when the volunteer is scheduled to come read. Be sure to notify the reader as soon as possible if you are unable to keep the appointment. It is also important to notify your reader of any scheduled vacations or holidays which will affect the reading sessions.

2.  Please talk with the volunteer reader about how you think he or she can best enhance the literacy efforts in your center or home—by large group reading, reading with small groups, or reading with just one or two children. Alert the volunteer to any special needs the children may have, and tell her or him what strategies work best with those children.

3.  When the reader arrives, help him or her and the children connect with one another. Make sure there is a quiet, comfortable space where she or he can read without too many distractions.

4.  Feel free to offer suggestions about books, songs, games, or activities which the children may like. You know your group best, and any insights you can offer the reader will be most welcome.

5.  Even when the reader is conducting a large group story time, you continue to be in charge of the children. Please remain in the room while story time is occurring, and care for the children as necessary. If the children don’t require your full attention, enjoy listening to the stories!

6.  If you are unable to go to the library to borrow books for your child care, your volunteer may be able to bring books to you from the public library. Please let you reader know if you are interested in such an arrangement.

7.  Please discuss any issues or concerns with the volunteer as they arise.  We want this experience to be a positive one for you and the children in your care, and we realize adjustments may be needed in the course of this program.

We are always available for any questions, comments, and feedback that you may have about how Born to Read can better support you. You may reach one of our staff members by calling the Maine Humanities Council at 773-5051, or by emailing us at info@mainehumanities.org with Born to Read in the subject line.

