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Many Eyes, Many Voices: Talking About Difference Through Children’s Literature

Trainer’s Agenda with Notes

Session One:

As people are entering, put up a flip chart to be filled out with areas of diversity in (1) types of families or (2) types of books in participants’ early childhood programs. Please remember to pass out participant information forms and sign-in sheets at the beginning of the training or during a break.
6:00
Introductions & Overview of Born to Read, Maine Humanities, and diversity project 

· Connect this training to Weaving Diversity (“what did you take home with you from that training?” and “we’re on a continuum, we don’t have all the answers, this is a process,” etc. Explore group’s understanding of  iceberg concept.). Also, “why did you come to this training?” “What do you hope to take home with you?” etc.

· Be sure to note to group:  This space is for open discussion, differences of opinion are good for growing & learning, books have power & evoke strong feelings—it’s okay to dislike a book, but it’s best to know why.  This training should give you some of the tools for expressing your responses to books…etc.
6:15
Autobiography/Book Reflection Exercise

· Ask what book participants remember most from childhood, and in what book they first remember noticing difference. 
· Mention that we are aware that for some families, books were not read aloud.  Give participants an opportunity to talk about other happy book memories that may have not happened until they were older.
· On flip chart, list titles of picture books that emerge from Reflection Exercise.  Point out that books do have an impact and stay with us.

· Read aloud book of choice that represents a view on difference and is a good read-aloud, e.g. The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson, Little Black Sambo by Helen Bannerman, (Note:  LBS can turn into a long discussion, which is good, but has impact on agenda!)

· Ask them about the role of books in their program: Do you have guidelines or structure for book use?  What kinds of books do you have in your library? Use this to reinforce early literacy principles: it’s the conversation around books that matters, importance of play/extension activities (have group share their activities/list on flip chart), building “emotional literacy” (preparing kids to be successful socially as well as academically), books open windows of opportunity to talk about difference and difficult topics, questions, fears, concerns, etc.

6:45 
Resources

· Activity & Resource Guide (point out web links, book lists, songs, etc.)

· Books:  Briefly review books in curriculum: the why for the groupings, the book selection process, many uses for books.

7:00  
Part One: Alike & Different

· Share a good read-aloud story that features disability (such as Dad & Me in the Morning by Patricia Larkin), then have everyone look at their own copy of We Can Do It and reflect on how they would share the book. 
· Small Group Work: Divide group into pairs or threesomes and hand out other books on disabilities for them to review with We Can Do It. Write up on flip chart the “Small Group Book Review Questions” (see last page of this agenda) and have selected groups report out on their review question responses.

· Activity, e.g. the Hokey Pokey or “Would you rather?” game

7:45
Break
8:00
Small Group Book Reviews

· Compare The Colors of Us with other books about skin color: Shades of Black, Black is Brown is Tan, Black All Around, Beautiful Blackbird, etc. Again, use “Small Group Book Review Questions” and report out.

8:30
Part Two: Families 

If time, to prepare for next session, quickly touch on: 

- facts and myths about families
-books from Family section for exploring issues/bias about different kinds of 

families/cultural differences among families.

-read-aloud: The Ugly Vegetables or Night Shift Daddy work well here
Wrap Up:   Give homework assignment to “field-test” one or two of the new books, along with activities from the Guide, with children.

SESSION TWO

As people are entering, have them put dots on map for countries where relatives were born, or simply write countries of family origin on flip chart paper.
6:00 
Review

Begin by asking if they have questions from last session, or questions they hope to have answered in this evening. List them on a flip chart. 

6:10
Report out on field-testing of books

· Ask them what books they “field-tested” in their program. Why did they choose the titles they chose? How were they able to use and extend them? Did they generate conversation or activities? Did they run into any difficulties? Make a list for reference throughout evening. 

· Discuss intentional use of books within a curriculum vs. other uses. What are their plans?

6:30 
Part Two: Families (continued)

· Read aloud a family book (A Chair for my Mother or The Ugly Vegetables).
· Small group reviews, book examination, and Activity & Resource Guide use: Have small groups look at books in book bag on Family. Have each group focus on one book bag family title, then the Activity & Resource Guide section on that title. This may lead to a big group discussion. Have groups report out on issues about different kinds of families/cultural differences among families represented in the books. (Again, you might want to review list of discussion questions and the iceberg concept—especially for Ugly Vegetables.)
7:00 
Part Three: Community 
Reflection: ask people to remember a time when they created a community as a child with other children. What are the key elements of “community”? Are Maine children experiencing community in the same ways as we did growing up? In their own community what are some of the major divisive issues, what pulls the community together? What is the role of community in thinking about diversity and its appreciation?

7:15 
Break

7:30
Stereotypes in Books and Controversial Titles

· Purpose:  books that perpetuate or break stereotypes, with a big focus on Maine books. What is Maine?  The Changing Face of Maine: Talk about how books can help Maine children reaffirm their sense of identity and develop a sense of place. 

· Read aloud Here Comes Darrell.
· Review “10 Quick Ways to Analyze Children’s Books” as a springboard for discussion of stereotypes. 

· In small groups, have participants examine display books and books in bag for stereotypes through portrayals of Maine, families, skin color, lifestyles, gender. Discuss when a stereotype becomes controversial and when it is simply undesirable. Discuss balance of stereotype and books that affirm identity. Refer to Heather Has Two Mommies, Little Black Sambo, and/or other potentially controversial books. What are the challenges in having books about different kinds of families? Skin color? Lifestyles?  How do you walk the line between presenting cultures and cultural artifacts in an honoring way and/or an insulting way?

· In large group, read four pages of Nappy Hair aloud and discuss its challenges. 

8:30  
Alphabet Books that celebrate heritage/sense of place  

Discuss A Somali Alphabet and ABCs of Maine. Count in Somali and/or another language. Discuss making your own alphabet book of Maine with the children. (What would it look like? How might it be used to both support a sense of place and honor diversity?) Look at examples of bilingual alphabet books. Discuss participants’ use of alphabet books and how they integrate alphabet learning into their curriculum.
8:45  Part Four: What a Wonderful World

· How does this book show that working together on a task can build community? (Refer to puppet show.) What might this look like in a classroom/early childhood environment?

· Have each participant create a list of points to remember about sharing books/books on difference.

· Have each participant share which books they’re most apt to use right away. 

· Creating/enhancing an anti-bias program and environment—what next step will each participant take?

· Play “What a Wonderful World”  CD or sing another song, such as “I Live in a City” by Malvina Reynolds.

Wrap-Up: Point out resource lists and suggestions for further reading at the back of the Activity & Resource Guide.  Emphasize that this training is not one-size-fits-all, and encourage exploration. If there’s time, go around the table and ask each participant to share the first thing they plan to try. Pass out and collect evaluation forms.
Small Group Book Review Questions

· How would you use these books (to foster “stretching” and reflection on diversity)?  

· What conversations and activities would you encourage with these books?

· Share any disagreements between you & your partner(s) as you discussed books.

· What aspect of these books would be most challenging for you to talk about with a child or group of children?

· What difficult question(s) do you anticipate from the children with whom you are sharing these books? What might they notice and comment on?  How would you respond?

· Apply the iceberg concept to some of the books being discussed. What’s the surface message and what’s below the surface?   
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