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Peaceable Stories Agenda

NOTES
· Each session has 20 minutes of break time built in.  Divide this up depending on the training format, timing, dynamics, and your energy level.  Read your group!
· Please remember to pass out participant information forms and sign-in sheets at the beginning of the training or during a break.

SESSION ONE

INTRODUCTIONS & WELCOME (40 MINUTES)

1)  Give SHORT overview of Born to Read and the Maine Humanities Council.  Ask how many participants have already taken Many Eyes, Many Voices and/or the MRTQ Building a Peaceable Early Childhood Environment training.
2)  Group associations with the word peace:
· What images do people hold in their mind when they hear the word “peace”?  Share images and word associations using flip chart and markers. 

· Emphasize that people from different walks of life, and at different points on the political spectrum, have different ideas of peace.

3)  Optional (read your group!) relaxation: turn off the lights and ask the group to slow down, take stock, breathe.  

4)  Overview of the training:

· What are some expectations for a training called Peaceable Stories?  Emphasize this is not a workshop on conflict resolution.

· Structured in sections covering Self, Friends, Community, and Environment (and the linkages therein).

· Pass out book bags.
MEET THE GUIDE, PART 1 (1 HOUR)—Peace Within Ourselves, pp. 9-30
1)  15 minute reflection: participants pull pink question slips (reflective thoughts also printed on p. 11), read aloud & discuss in small or large groups.  You may wish to include some of the quotes from the Activity & Resource Guide among the questions.  You can print them onto slips or download the file of large-print quotes from the Trainer Resources section of the Born to Read website and post them on the walls.
2)  Divide into small groups.  Read & review If Peace Is.. and It’s Mine.  Consult Activity & Resource Guide for questions and activity ideas.  Think about which questions and activities would be best for specific individuals, groups, and situations (building intentionality).  Point out the “Age Adaptations” for older and younger groups.
3)  Whole group sharing: review the steps toward, p. 12, and suggestions, p. 15.
MEET THE GUIDE, PART 2 (50 MINUTES)—Peace With Others, pp. 33-53
1)  15 minute reflection: participants pull blue question slips (reflective thoughts also printed on p. 35), read aloud & discuss in small or large groups.

2)  Divide into small groups.  Read & review My Friend And I and The Doorbell Rang. Consult Activity & Resource Guide for questions and activity ideas.  Think about which questions and activities would be best for specific individuals, groups, and situations (building intentionality).
3)  Whole group sharing: review the steps toward, p. 36, and suggestions, p. 38.  If there’s enough time, consider trying Activity #1 on p. 49, “Smile by the Plateful,” which touches on emotional vocabulary and how feelings affect relationships.
WRAP UP—If you have a week or more between sessions, assign participants to try some of the books and activities in their settings and report back.  If you’re doing a one-day training, consider leading some optional stretching, yoga, or walking outdoors!

SESSION TWO

WELCOME BACK (40 MINUTES) 

1)  If it has been a week or more since the first session, post chart paper on the walls and ask participants as they come in to write about any books or activities they tried sharing with their children in the interim.

2)  Share childhood memories of picture books depicting conflict or violence, and/or reports from the first session’s assignment.

3)  Group discussion about books:
· How can stories help to create a peaceable environment?  Share ideas using flip chart and markers. 

· Discuss how people use stories and language in their settings. Discuss picture walk, vocabulary, and other early literacy techniques.

MEET THE GUIDE, PART 3 (1 HOUR)—Peace for Our Communities, pp. 55-80
1)  15 minute reflection: participants pull orange question slips (reflective thoughts also printed on p. 47), read aloud & discuss in small or large groups.  Remind participants that “community” is not just about physical locale!

2)  Divide into small groups.  Read & review Stone Soup and Who’s In Rabbit’s House. Consult Activity & Resource Guide for questions and activity ideas.  Think about which questions and activities would be best for specific individuals, groups, and situations (building intentionality).

3)  If participants struggle with Who’s In Rabbit’s House, consider reading it aloud to model how it can be shared.  If there’s time and your group is enthusiastic, try acting out a portion of the story.  (This is where we eventually hope to add some audio resources to the training.)
4)  Whole group sharing: review the steps toward, p. 58, and suggestions, p. 60.  
MEET THE GUIDE, PART 4 (50 MINUTES)—Peace for the Environment and Our Planet, pp. 81-96
1)  15 minute reflection: participants pull green question slips (reflective thoughts also printed on p. 83).  If time is short, consider skipping discussion.

2)  Divide into small groups.  Read & review Hey, Little Ant and I Call My Hand Gentle.  Consult Activity & Resource Guide for questions and activity ideas.  Think about which questions and activities would be best for specific individuals, groups, and situations (building intentionality).

3)  Whole group sharing: review the steps toward, p. 84, and suggestions, p. 86.  
WRAP UP (10 MINUTES)
1)  Point out resource lists and suggestions for further reading at the back of the Activity & Resource Guide, starting on p.97.  Emphasize that this training is not one-size-fits-all, and encourage exploration.  If there’s time, go around the table and ask each participant to share the first thing they plan to try.

2)  Pass out and collect evaluation forms.
