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Volunteer Reader Position Description

The basic goals of a Born to Read volunteer reader are to have lots of fun exploring reading and books with young children and to convey the wonder and excitement of language to those children.  

When a new Born to Read volunteer signs up with RSVP, he or she undergoes a background check procedure required by the State of Maine.  The volunteer meets with their volunteer coordinator to determine preferences for location and time, then the coordinator matches him or her to a convenient, pre-screened site.  At this time, the volunteer receives four new children’s books, while the site receives an order form for three new hardcover books and one paperback to send home with each child.  The volunteer coordinator reviews the Born to Read training manual with the new volunteer, and accompanies him or her on the first visit to the site.  

Assuming the match is successful, the volunteer returns to the site each week and spends at least thirty minutes reading and interacting with the children.  We ask that if volunteers cannot keep this weekly appointment, they notify the staff at their site as soon as possible.  It is likewise important to notify the site about any scheduled vacations or other planned absences.

Volunteers are expected to come prepared with books they have selected and read through.  In most towns, the best source of high-quality books is the local library.  Born to Read staff are always available to advise volunteers on choosing good books.  Most volunteers choose to engage the children beyond the book by singing songs, doing fingerplays, playing games, showing the children interesting objects, or telling stories from their own lives.  Actively engaging the children in an activity can help reinforce the connection between the book and their real-life experiences.

Born to Read offers training opportunities for volunteers once or twice a year.  While they are not required, we hope volunteers will attend these sessions to share strategies and learn about new books.  Born to Read staff, RSVP staff, and the staff at the site are also available between sessions to discuss with volunteers how the reading sessions are going, and make changes as they seem necessary.

