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JoIN THE mhc

We connect...people with books,
communities with ideas, and
strangers with one another.
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HARRIET P. HENRY
CENTER FOR THE BOOK

The Maine Humanities Councill is home to the Harriet P. Henry Center for the
Book, Maine’s affiliate for the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress.
The Library of Congress Center for the Book was established in 1977 to
promote books, reading, libraries, and literacy. In 1997 the Maine Humanities
Council established the Maine Center for the Book as a state affiliate of that
program. It was renamed the Harriet P. Henry Center for the Book in 2003,

in honor of Maine’s first female judge, a former Board chair of MHC and a

longtime supporter of the humanities.
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Throughout 2019, in every county across the state, the Maine Humanities Council gathered Mainers
together to read, think, and talk with one another. In settings like public libraries, adult education
centers, healthcare facilities, correctional institutions, and many more, MHC programs brought
folks together, creating new connections based on the shared experience of poetry, fiction, history,

and big ideas.

We believe that gathering around texts can be a powerful tool for the strengthening and
transformation of Maine communities. Amid widespread concern over growing isolation and
polarization within our communities, these humanities-based experiences provide unique avenues
for connection and deep conversation about matters of importance. Maine Humanities Council
programs are designed to meet folks where they are, support people in finding their own voices,

and invite them into fuller engagement with what's happening around them.

In 2020, the MHC will expand its efforts to increase diversity, equity, and inclusion in all our
programs and grants. It has always been a core belief of the MHC that the humanities are for
everyone, and we intend to work hard to live out that commitment more fully than ever in the

coming months and years.

| hope you enjoy this annual report. As we look back over 2019, we are proud of what the MHC has
accomplished for the people of Maine, but more important, we feel energized and optimistic about

opportunities for increased impact and effectiveness in the year to come!

Hayden Anderson
Executive Director
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BOOKS, POETRY, & BIG IDEAS

Book Groups

Libraries | Schools | Veteran Centers | Hospitals | Hospice Centers
Domestic Violence Prevention Centers | Recovery Centers | Prisons
Community Centers | Office Buildings | Adult Education Facilities

2019 has been a year of reflection for MHC, and one result has been a
renewed clarity in our commitment to book groups. Book groups are simply
one of the best ways we know to foster meaningful discussion among people
who may not know each other yet. Each group is convened by a community
partner and guided by an experienced facilitator. At each meeting people
reflect together on poetry, books, stories, and discuss the ideas and
questions they see at work in what they’ve read. People practice finding
words for what they want to say and listening to each other carefully. They
leave feeling more connected to their community, better able to appreciate
its variety and to see the value of their own contribution. We are working
harder than ever to make book groups accessible to anyone, anywhere in
Maine. Really, truly, wherever Mainers gather.
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Veterans

They were sitting in hushed silence, listening
To the great harper as he sang the tale -
Of the hard journeys home that Pallas Athena {

Ordained for the Greeks on their way back from Troy. ’ ,

Odyssey, 1.342-5

In 2019, we expanded the reach of our Veterans Book Group program:
partnering with Veteran Mentors of Maine, we added new book groups in
correctional facilities around the state, bringing together justice-involved
veterans to reflect on the unique concerns they face. Always developed
with a veteran co-facilitator, Veterans Book Group offers veterans an
opportunity to connect deeply with each other around books, stories, and
poems. We worked closely with veterans to create the pilot of this program
in 2014. Since then, we have continued to build Veterans Book Group
programs with partners across Maine. Our Veterans Book Group is now a
national model for meaningful engagement with Veterans.
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Schools

Our support for Maine’s schools is substantial, ongoing,
statewide — and we are constantly looking for new ways to meet the
needs of teachers and students alike. In 2019 we began piloting

discussion programming for school age kids using two promising
models — Book Group and Consider This. These offer exciting new
ways for us to enhance the lives of young people in Maine. At the
same time, we continue to serve as a crucial partner to the Attorney
General of Maine’s office on the Civil Rights Teams Project, which
works to increase student safety by reducing bias-motivated
behaviors and harassment in schools. And every year we play a

key role in organizing Maine National History Day, an annual event
for teachers and students in grades 6-12 that promotes critical

thinking skills through project-based learning.
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Libraries

"We read books that one would not otherwise read...
expanding our awareness of new viewpoints and exploring

toptcs together* - Participating library
This year we have continued to deepen our vital partnership
with the Maine State Library and our state’s dense network of
remarkable public libraries. We listen intently to what librarians
tell us they need in order to support their communities — and we
engage with them out front and behind the scenes to support the
work they do. We continue to enrich our ongoing programming —
our speaker’s program, World in Your Library, our summer reading
program, Read ME, our book group program, Let’s Talk About I,
and our poetry performance and discussion series, Poetry Express
— plus in 2019 we developed Imagine Maine’s Story: A Bicentennial
Library Toolkit to support libraries in the coming year as they
engage with their communities around Maine’s bicentennial.

|
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Our grants support and encourage a deeper understanding of ourselves and one another, building lasting connections and
reaching diverse, multigenerational, and rural audiences.

In 2019 we awarded grants in all of Maine’s 16 counties.
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AN $85,648

Featured Project
READINGS FROM STILL MILL — Supported by a Maine Humanities Council Mini Grant, this cross-cultural and multi-

generation community project was a commemoration of the Patricia Ranzoni’s anthology Still Mill: Poems, Stories and Songs of

Papermaking in Bucksport, Maine 1930-2014. The event included readings and song performances by displaced workers and
their families, a community discussion on the history of Bucksport, and more.
L-R: Maine authors Sarah Perry, Tess Gerritsen, and Susan Conley

Learn more about MHC Grants:

pontact Jerqme Benngtj, Program Officer SUMMER READING STATEWIDE

jerome@mainehumanities.org

Read ME is our statewide community read program, offered every summer. Two books, by Maine authors, are announced in the spring; participating libraries feature them

o b AN and hold events all summer; and in August there’s a special episode of Maine Calling, broadcast with a live audience. For 2019, recommending author Tess Gerritsen chose

I C k I n g o f F ol s .. 2 After the Eclipse: A Mother's Murder, a Daughter's Search by Sarah Perry and Paris Was the Place by Susan Conley.

( O m m e m o r q 'I' | o n s ' ' The program supports Maine’s writing community by featuring books by Maine authors, but also goes a step further. By asking a well-known author to recommend books by
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Ma in e u I. i qu cag we use books, poems, cmd blg |deas to. help
; Mqlners engqge W|‘|'h I'he que s b|cen|'enn|c||? o 5 The program is extremely easy for libraries to use: placing the two books and a sign on display is all it takes to start a community of people reading a book in common.
But we also encourage and support libraries” hosting discussions, author talks, and other events around the summer’s featured books. People who encounter the books
We began asking ourselves this question over a year ahead of time. With help from historians and participate in the ways that suit them best, joining formal discussions and events, attending or calling in to the Maine Calling show, talking informally with friends, or simply
educators and anthropologists, librarians and facilitators, we identified important themes and started . .
reading on their own.
developing lists of compelling readings for our book groups. We encouraged others to ask their

own questions early too. Last March, at Bicentennial or Bust, we gathered representatives from , , L , , ) , ,
a y g p If it sounds simple and low key, that’s because it is. Read ME gets great books into people’s hands, gets authors talking to each other, gets writers talking to their readers,

organizations all over Maine to jumpstart their thinking and planning. And last October, we kicked off , , , ) , , ) )

gets readers talking to each other, all without fanfare or fuss. Quietly, persistently, Read ME draws people’s attention to the vibrance of Maine, to the people who write books
the year with our own Big Question: “How should life be?”...the same big, important question we’ll be ) o ) , o B

here, and to each other. For 2020, recommending author Lily King has chosen Roughhouse Friday by Jaed Coffin and The Vigilance of Stars by Patricia 0'Donnell.

asking thoughtout 2020.
March 15 October 19
: t r2
March 8 Bicentennial or Bust | Augusta AP"I 25 AUQUSf 29 Oc Obe : THelBiesGuestdt
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Winter Weekend | Bowdoin College Cultural organizations gather for tools Constance H. Carlson READ ME on Maine Calling R A A e How should life be?

’ i ' Public H ities Pri Live from Bangor Public Library , :
w/ Joseph Conrad’s Nostromo and tips on 2020 commemorations ublic Rumanities Prize g at Maine Historical Society MHC kicks off year-long

Awarded to Monica Wood bicenntenial programming
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POETRY EXPRESS

" ...this program showed folks that poetry does not need to be intimidating...it

truly reflects the world around us."

- Participating library

In 2019 Poetry Express brought Maine poets and poetry to five new hosting libraries: Belfast
Free Library, Auburn Public Library, New Vineyard Public Library, Liberty Library, and Pittsfield
Public Library. At each location, community members selected Maine poems and used

resources curated by Maine State Library. Participants then learned to perform their chosen
poems in a workshop before hosting a community poetry reading and conversation event.

2019 also saw the beginning of an exciting new partnership with WERU Community Radio
to broadcast recordings of Poetry Express events. MHC records the events and selected
readings are broadcast every Sunday morning at 9:30, taking the power of poetry to even

more Mainers. Tune-in to Poetry Express, in your community and on the airwaves.

Learn more about Poetry Express:
Contact Jan Bindas-Tenney, Program Officer
jan@mainehumanities.org

Artwork: by C;E)'nsiqter This artist Deanna Ehrhardt

CONSIDER THIS M8

Using storytelling and visual art to foster
discussions on resilience.

2019 was the pilot year for Consider This — a year of experiment and adjustment that has resulted in an
exciting new program model that uses storytelling and visual art to foster important community
discussions. It started with an idea: since stories are a fundamental way that we come to understand
our lives, what if one person in a community told their story? And what if that story were the focus for

a community discussion? Our first program partners, members of the recovery community at Bangor’s
Together Place, quickly identified a key barrier: when a person tells their story in public, they put
themselves at risk. And they helped come up with a solution: how about having an artist create a series
of images based on someone’s story? The images could be the focus of discussion — bringing a
community member’s personal story into the public without putting them on the spot.

In Bangor and in our two other pilot programs, among a general audience in Portland and at a public
school in Lewiston, the program reflected the aims and needs of its own community. Each program
looked different, but in every case the interaction between a person with a story to tell and an artist
committed to representing core elements of that story through art proved to be a transformative
experience in itself —and a spur to powerful community discussions. Keep an eye out for Consider This
events near you.

Learn more about Consider This:
Contact Jerome Bennett, Program Officer
jerome@mainehumanities.org
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EVERY GIFT
MATTERS

Maine Humanities Council supporters change lives. Your gifts
provide the books, facilitators, and spaces for transformational
conversations that help teachers, students, Veterans, immigrants,
rural residents, and more create community. It’s powerful, and it
happens statewide thanks to you.

Would you like to support the programming mentioned in

this publication, and other MHC projects around the state?

Ways to GIVE

Online: mainehumanities.org

A monthly gift: only $15 each month results in a $180 total gift; $50 per
month gives $600 by the year’s end; and $85 ends up being a generous $1,020.

A qualified charitable distribution through your IRA, or gift of stock.
All gifts received by the Maine Humanities Council during Fiscal Year 2019

(11/1/2018 - 10/31/2019) are represented in these pages. If you donated after
this time, you'll be thanked in our next Annual Report.

ANNUAL GIVING - FISCAL YEAR 2019

Federal, State, Corporate, Organizational, and Foundation Grants

Anonymous

Bank of America

Betterment Fund

Margaret E. Burnham Charitable Trust

Edward H. Daveis Benevolent Fund of the Maine Community Foundation
Davis Family Foundation

Federation of State Humanities Councils/Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Eunice Frye Home Foundation

Helen & George Ladd Charitable Corporation

Maine Authors Publishing Book Festival

Morton-Kelly Charitable Trust

National Endowment for the Humanities

Rines/Thompson Fund of the Maine Community Foundation

Simmons Foundation

State of Maine

Welch Charitable Fund of the Maine Community Foundation

Gifts from Individuals

MHC donors generously supported our statewide programming through the
following funds: the Annual Fund, Winter Weekend sponsorships, the Let’s Talk
About It Book Registry (which purchases replacement books for our most-loved
series), Letters About Literature, and the Constance H. Carlson Public Humanities
Prize (awarded in 2019 to Monica Wood). This list includes gifts made during our
2019 fiscal year: between November 1, 2018, and October 31, 2019.

Douglas Chamberlain
Joseph A. Conforti

Glen Porter and Jean Deighan
John and Beverly Emerson

MHC Circle ($5,000+)
Victoria and Allen Bornheimer
Susan and Franklin Burroughs
Josephine H. Detmer

The Robert G. and Jane V. Engel Foundation, Inc.

Gisela Gamper
in memory of Dorothy Schwartz
Geoffrey M. Gratwick and Lucy G. Quimby
Joyce and Wesley Hedlund
Douglas M. and Laura A. Henry
in memory of Harriet P. Henry on what would
have been her 96th birthday
Martha S. Henry
for the Harriet P. Henry Center for
the Book in memory of Harriet Henry
Alison Hildreth
The Helaine and Brock Hornby Fund
Meredith Jones
Lincoln F. Ladd and Gloria Williams Ladd
James McKenna and Jane Orbeton

MHC Circle ($2,500 - $4,999)

Carol M. Beaumier

Brooks Family Foundation

Kenneth Spirer and Joan Leitzer
from a component fund of the
Maine Community Foundation

MHC Circle ($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous

Peter Aicher

Hayden and Meredith Anderson
Richard E. Barnes and Suzanne Van Wye
Patti and Eric Bixel

Lawrence Boyle and Victoria Russell

Leonard and Merle Nelson
Sally and Ted Oldham
Dorothy Osher

Harriet and Steven Passerman
Malcolm and Susan Rogers
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Royte
Virginia Swain

Suzanne Trazoff

Ann Staples Waldron

John and Maryanne Ward
Pip and Judy Wick

Carol Wishcamper

$750 - $999

Alice Larrea

Audrey Maynard and Kaighn
Smith Jr

$500 - $749

Anonymous

William L. Case Il

Brad and Anita Coupe

Elizabeth Davidson

Paul Doiron

Ned and Barbey Dougherty

Christopher Dumaine
in memory of Holly Hock
Dumaine

Landis Green and Bruce
Norelius

Stephen Hayes and Carol
McCarthy

James and Beth Kilbreth

Cornelia Kittredge

Thomas and Leslie Lizotte

Alan Mcllhenny and Elizabeth
Ackerson

Fritz and Susan Onion

John and Julianne Opperman

Anne Russell

Elizabeth Scully

Bob and Judy Tredwell

Peter and Margie Webster

Alice Wellman

Crystal Williams

$250 - $499
Anonymous
William Adams
Danuta M. Barnard
Paul and Cathleen Bauschatz
Ann Beattie
Charlotte Brown
Patricia J. Brown
Carol Moon Cardon
Francis S. Cheever
Nancy Crowell
in honor of William and Mary Ellen
Crowell
Deborah Downs and Jon Gale
Melody Fitch
Susan Gajewski
Ann A. Guild
David and Fay Hannon
Anne Helmholz
George and Cheryl Higgins
Mazie Hough
Ann Kibbie and Kevin Wertheim
Karen Stathoplos and Kim Krauss
William H. Laubenstein Il
Mary Sue and John Love
Louis and Edythe Manza
Sarah S. Meacham
Wallace G. Pinfold
Mary and Benjamin Pratt
David Richards
John Ryan and Jenny Scheu
Patricia Sanborn
Dr. Susan Schraft and Mr. Richard Berne
Ted and Sharon Sharp
Julie Sheehan
Heather Sirocki
Rick Speer and Judy Frost
Holmes and Didi Stockly
Nan and Bill Stone

$100 - $249
Anonymous (6)

Susan Abt

William W. Alcorn
Jeffrey B. Aronson
Lyn & Peter Ballou
Sally and Ron Bancroft
Martha Barkley
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$100 - $249
(continued)

Barbara Barrall
Stephen P. Beale
Joyce Bessen
Maureen Bien
Constance Bloomfield and William McFarlane
Victoria and Erno Bonebakker
Rev. Catherine G. Borchert
Anne Borland
Jim and Sarah Bowie
Marjorie A. Boyd, MD
Mary Alice Brennan
Rick and Anne Brown
Paul E. Brunelle
Michael D. Burke
Corley Anne Byras
Marcia Carter
Cinnamon Catlin-Legutko and Larry Legutko
Jacqueline and Irvin Cohen Jr.
Anthony Corrado
Marilyn Crowley
Eliot R. Cutler and Melanie Stewart Cutler
Richard and Bonnie D'Abate
Dr. Edwin J. and Alice B. Delattre
Craig and Sherry Dietrich
Marylee and Charles Dodge
Tina and Caleb Elfenbein

in honor of Thomas Tracy
Susan Emmet
Peter M. Enggass
Greg and Deborah Fahy
Nalayini Fernando
Benson and Patricia Ford
Ardelle Foss
Ed Friedman
Susan and Jerry Goldberg
Daniel P. Gunn and Lisa Stoutz
Julina Gylfe
llse Haag
Paul Hafford

in honor of Wilfred and Germaine Hafford
Judy Hakola
Joseph Hall
Marilyn M. Hall

in memory of Mert and Harriet Henry
Reginald and Pauline Hannaford
Susan Head
Janet Henry and Vernon Moore
Mr. Willard J. Hertz
Ryan Hews
Eric Hirshler, PhD
William and Mary Jean Holt
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Margery Y. Irvine

Carolyn and Stephen Jenks

David Johnson and Rebecca Thompson

David R. Jones and Angela J. Connelly

Erik C. Jorgensen and Tamara M. Risser

Janet Kehl

Neil and Cathy Lamb

A. Theodate Lawlor

Michele Lettiere

Nancy M. MacKnight

Mainstream Fund at the Maine Community
Foundation

Peggy and Roger Marchand

Bob and Doris Mc Afee

Sarah F. McMahon

Linda Michaels

Jytte Monke

Roberta Morin

Joanne and Earl Morse

Stephen and Joyce Munier

Virginia Nees-Hatlen

Mark and Lindsay Nelsen

Ann Nelson

Mamie Anthoine Ney

Don Nicoll

JF Niffka

Ocean Park Association

Clifton and Susan Olds

Daniel K. Onion and Patricia Onion

Edward A. Barrett and Nancy H. Orr

Harold and Peggy Osher Norumbega Fund
of the Maine Community Foundation

Jim and Jan Owen

Ruby Parker

Dennis Grafflin and Jan Phillips

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Prinn Il

Julie Rabinowitz

Lenore and Norman Rapkin

Liam Riordan and Susan Thibedeau

Marjorie Rosenbaum

Mary Jane and Howard Rosenfield

Henry and Marjorie Saunders

Jon and Kim Schwartz

Elizabeth and John Serrage

Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. Sheldon

Nancy Shor

Liv Rockefeller and Kenneth Shure

Linda Silka

Douglas B. Sinclair

Ursula and William Slavick

Cathy Stankard and Gregg Palmer

Carol Strasburger

Lucy Stroble

Judith and Peter Sullivan
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$75-$99
Ruth Anderson
The Burdick Family

in honor of S. Hayden and Michelle Anderson
Midge and John Burns
Michael and Laura Chaney
Claire Connor
Allan and Linda Currie
Sally J. Daggett
Judy and Chuck Danielson
Harland Eastman
Mary C. Gillies
Carolyn Gontoski
Catharine W. Guiles

in honor of Julia Walkling
Bonnie Lounsbury
Kathryn Lunney
Jean McManamy
The Honorable Rebecca Millett
Paul and Sue Newlin
David and Sue Nutty
Mac Passano and Beth Howe
Diane C. Vatne
Nathaniel Wing

$50-$74
Anonymous (2)
Andrew and Mary Allen
Miles and Jennifer Archer
Susan Beegel
Gary and Rosie Bensen
Jane Benson
Nancy Best
The Reverend Dr. Judith H. Blanchard
Emily and Jerry Bley
Mr. and Mrs. Edward S. Bromage
Cheryl Brown
Professor Steven R. Cerf
Janice Church
Roderick and Judy Collette
Jay Davis
Diana Dionne-Morang
Linda J. Docherty
Eva Downs
John and Marie Dudley
Heidi Erspamer
Robert and Kathleen Flory
Donald and Elizabeth Fox
in memory of Harriet P. Henry and Hannah Fox
Al and Phyllis Fuchs
Noel J. Genova
Harold and Elizabeth Gibbs
Wayne and Gerry Gregersen

Charlie and Sue Grosjean
Melinda and Ralph Harder
Maxine and Ed Harrow

Paul and Dorthe Hillquist
Marcia Howell

Mary Hunter and James Parakilas
Larry and Carol Kalajainen
Theodora J. Kalikow

Susan A. Kaplan

Donald J. King

Katy Kline and Bill Ryan

Wendy Knickerbocker

Judy Fuller

Mark Lawrence

Dawn M. Leland

Dale and Rich Lewis

Dana and Kay Little

Robert and Marlene Mailloux
Karen Massey and Jeff Thaler
Elizabeth C.Mayberry

Blainor McGough and Brian Arlet
Daphne S. Meyer

Lynne Miller and Lawrence Simon
Rosalie Tyler Paul

Jo Radner

Deborah Reed

Timothy J. Richardson
Stephen and Wilma Rose
Thomas Rumpf

Jean Sanborn

Howard P. Segal

Peggy and Steve Shapiro

Sarah Smith

Benjamin Soule

Beth Snyder

Susan L. Tananbaum and Joe Frazer
Alalia Thaler

Thomas Watt

Roberta and Gordon Weil
Elizabeth Whitman

Carlson & Carolyn Williams
Nancy Ziegler and Kermit Lipez

Up to $49

David and Elise Adams
Rita Kay Bergeron
Peter Bowman
Deborah Bowman
Jessica Burton

Joan Bussiere
Margaret Cruikshank
Cynthia Freeman Cyr

Lisa Feldman
Judy Fuller
Cheryl Gillespie
Phyllis and Bernard Givertz
Jayne Gordon
Joe and Merna Guttentag
Linda Hafford
in honor of John Lefebvre
Lindsay Hancock
Ruth Hannan
Laurie Hasty
Stanley R. Howe, Ph.D
Sara Hubner
in honor of Karen McCarthy Eger
David B. Humphrey
Richard L. Janerico
Frederic R. Kellogg
Beth Krueger
Catherine and Gary Larkin
Richard and Sandra Lawrence
Suzanne Leibowitz
Linda Lord
Abbott and Nancy Meader
Don and Ellen Miller
Margaret Morfit
Margaret and John Peacock
Cynthia Plank Orcutt
Merrill Pritham
Marta Rieman
Winfield and Victoria Robinsoni
in Honor of Rockport Library staff,
past & present
Ann Shenassa
Bonnie Shulman
Seth and Laura Sprague
Michael Starr
Linda Tatelbaum
Pamela Taylor
Deborah Taylor
John Tewhey,
in honor of Maine’s 200th birthday
Marina Towne
Yolanda Theunissen and Richard C. Veit

THE STATE OF OUR STORY
2019

During Fiscal Year 2019, the Maine Humanities Council had operating
income of $1,927,641 and operating expenses of $1,702,540. Grants from
the National Endowment for the Humanities, including highly competitive
grants, made up an important component of the budget. This support was
supplemented by a diverse range of other income streams: from the Library
of Congress, the State of Maine, generous support from private foundations,
the individual contributions highlighted in this report, and program income
and investments. Both the income and the expense figures reported in this
figure below and in the Council’s audited financial statements include

in-kind contributions of time, mileage and materials, valued at $388,543.

REVENUES 2018 — 2019

National Endowment for the Humanities $900,967.00
State of Maine Funding $57,190.00
Contributions and Grants $232,377.00
In-kind Contributions $388,543.00
Program, Investment, and Other Income $348,564.00
TOTAL $1,927,641.00

EXPENSES 2018 — 2019

Programs, Regrants, and Technical Assistance $1,306,306.00

Administration $197,910.00
Fundraising & Marketing $198,324.00
TOTAL

$1,702,540.00




