
Read MERead ME

Read ME is a statewide summer reading program 

offered by the Maine Humanities Council, Maine State 

Library, and Maine Writers & Publishers Alliance that 

gets Maine’s adults all reading the same books—by 

Maine authors and recommended by Maine authors. 

NICKER FULLER GOOGINS  

is the author of the novel, The Great Transition. 

His short fiction and essays have appeared in 

The Paris Review, Men’s Health, The Sun, The 

Los Angeles Times, and elsewhere. He lives 

in Maine, and works as an elementary school 

teacher. He is a member of the Maine Writers 

& Publishers Alliance, as well as the National 

Education Association, the largest labor union 

in the United States. 
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THE GREAT TRANSITION 
Nick Fuller Googins



R e c o m m e n d i n g  a u t h o r 
JUL IA  BOUWSMA

“Enlivened by startlingly poetic renderings 

and cadences, Googin’s world is one that 

only an unbridled imagination could create 

and that only a pragmatic and generously 

empathetic understanding of the human 

condition could make believable.”

THE GREAT TRANSITION 
Discussion Questions (provided by Nick Fuller Googins!) 

1. Larch grew up in a near-future, much-changed Downeast climate, with wildfires and animal migrations. How 
have you seen the climate and environment change here in Maine over your lifetime, as global temperatures 
continue to rise?  

2 Kristina feels deeply that justice 
has not been served for those 
who caused the climate crisis, and 
with the Furies, takes matters into 
her own hands.  In 2024, the CEO 
of United Healthcare was gunned 
down in Midtown Manhattan, 
causing some readers to draw 
parallels with Kristina and the 
Furies. What did you think of the 
United Healthcare CEO’s killing? 
Is assasination ever justified? 

 3. The Great Transition has been called a dystopia, and at the same time it has been called a utopia. Where along 
the spectrum between dystopia and utopia, do you see the novel fall, and why? 


